PRESERVATION

www.talbotpreservation.org

Our Mission: To protect the
unigue environment and
heritage of Talbot County

Its waterways, farmland and
historic small towns

Thank you for your support!



http://www.talbotpreservation.org/

OUR DYING RIVERS
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PRESERVATION

Why are all of our waterways
iImpaired?
How you can help save our rivers.



The Clean Water Act
of 1972

1. ldentify i mpairedo water s,
2. Find the reason they are impaired
3. Clean them up

Original Goal for Clean Up

1983



Clean Water Act

Critical Area Law

Chesapeake Bay Program
Chesapeake Bay Foundation Lawsuit

Lawsuit Settled
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EPA Provides Chesapeake BE\DLS

(Total Maximum Daily Load)

Talbot County Responsible faflP

(Watershed Implementation Plan)




Total Maximum Daily Load

T

(TMDL)

Specific limit for nutrients discharged into
the water each year (Lbs/YTr)

Required under the federal Clean Water Act
Mandated in 1972
Established by the Federal Government



Watershed Implementation Plans
(WIPS)

E Each Countyds plan to c
(Nitrogen and Phosphorus) to meet TMDL

requirement

E WIPS required by EPA, via Maryland
Department of Environment

E Talbot County WIP now under development




the Worst Ever

By WAMU 83.5 | Saturday, Aug 13, 2011 |

1 09/15/2010

Pollution Soars i in Eastern Shore River Whlle Falling
Elsewhere. Why’

Pollution levels are not
heading in the right
direction for the largest
river on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore.

A new study by the U.S.
Geobglcal Survey of
nine major Chesapeake
Bay tributaries found
‘that the Choptank River
was the only of these
big waterways to see
large increases in
nitrogen pollution oykr the last three decades. s

watershed

Story Commenting

By KELLEY L. ALLEN Staff Writer | © 0 comments

increased 53 percent from 1978 to 2008,

Nitrogen up in Choptank
starcdemn.com

Posted: Wednesday, September 22, 2010 1:00 am | Updated: 9:29 am, Wed Sep 22, 2010

GREEMNSBORDO A study released last Wednesday shows that nitrogen levels in the Choptank watershed

Dead Zone in Chesapeake Bay Is One of

Scientists say a massive 1,200-square-mile
dead zone growing in the Chesapeake Bay may
be one of the Bay's five worst ever.

When(outrient pollution wadhes into the Bay —
we're talking TawrreErimzer, agricultural manure,

sewage output, storm water — it fuels massive
algae blooms visible from the air. The algae dies,
sinks to the bottom, and bacteria break it down,
sucking up all the oxygen from the water. The
result — a massive region at the bottom of the
Bay where the water smells like rotten eggs and
nothing grows.
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CHESAPEAKE BAY
RECORD DEAD ZONE

AUGUST 2005

Milligrams of Oxygen
per liter of water:
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25 POOR
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Source: Chesapeake Bay Program
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The .5, Geological Survey is studying the amount of nutrient pollution that enters the Chesapeake Bay
each year, and the results will help policymakers determine steps for pollution reduction.
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