
 
 

www.talbotpreservation.org  

 

Our Mission:  To protect the 
unique environment and 

heritage of Talbot County ï 

its waterways, farmland and 
historic small towns  

 

Thank you for your support!  
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http://www.talbotpreservation.org/


 
 

2 

OUR  D YING  R IVERS  

Facts ¶ Fiction ¶ FERTILIZER 

Why are all of our waterways 
impaired?  

How you can help save our rivers.  

 



 
 

The Clean Water Act 
of 1972  

1. Identify ñimpairedò waters,  

2. Find the reason they are impaired  

3. Clean them up  

Original Goal  for Clean Up  

1983  
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1972 

Clean Water Act 

1982 

Critical Area Law 

1987 

Chesapeake Bay Program 

2008 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation  Lawsuit 

2010 

Lawsuit Settled 

2011 

EPA Provides Chesapeake Bay TMDLs 
(Total Maximum Daily Load) 

Talbot County Responsible for WIP 
(Watershed Implementation Plan) 
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Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL)  

É Specific  limit for nutrients discharged into 
the water each year (Lbs/Yr)  

É Required under the federal Clean Water Act  

É Mandated in 1972  

É Established by the Federal Government  
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Watershed Implementation Plans 
(WIPs )  

É Each Countyôs plan to cut Nutrients 
(Nitrogen and Phosphorus) to meet TMDL 
requirement  

É WIPS  required by EPA, via Maryland  
Department of Environment  

É Talbot County WIP now under development  
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Nutrients (Nitrogen and Phosphorus) Effect on Our Rivers  


